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Academy in Stockholm (i.e., Svenska Akademien) and that for
Peace by a Committee of five persons to be elected by the Norwegian
Storting. I declare it to be my express desire that, in the awarding
of prizes, no consideration whatever be paid to the nationality of
the candidates, that is to say, that the most deserving be awarded
the prize, whether of Scandinavian origin or not.
" I appoint as executors of my Will Ragnar Sohlman, resident at
Bofors, Vernland, and Rudolf Lilljequist of 31, Malmskilnadsgatan,
Stockholm, and of Bengtsfors near Uddevalla.
" This is my only valid Will and cancels any previous testa-
mentary dispositions that may come to light after my death.
" It is moreover my express will and injunction that my veins
shall be opened after my death, and that when this has been done,
and competent doctors have noted definite signs of death, my
body shall be burned in a crematorium.
" Paris, the 27th November, 1895.   Alfred Bernhard Nobel."
Nobel had drafted his Will alone and without the assistance of
any legal adviser, with the result that, as has been stated, it
suffers in many respects from faulty construction. He handed
over his property but to whom ? This is not stated, but only that
certain bodies should award five prizes out of the interest. Neither
did he make any provision for the administration of the funds.
Moreover he assumed that the two academies, the Karolinska
Institute and the committee of five men to be selected by the
Norwegian Storthing, would be sufficiently conversant with current
literature, with the most recent discoveries in the realm of physics
and chemistry, and with contemporary peace movements to be able
easily to decide what achievements or discoveries of the previous
year had been of the greatest importance. Such an assumption is
particularly remarkable in the case of a man like Nobel, who was
himself a man of science. Since, moreover, in certain circumstances
the trust might be exceedingly onerous and interfere with the proper
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